
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Loved Newsletter 
Spring 2011 

A Year of Life, Love, & Community 

We are so blessed to be celebrating the one year anniversary of being in 

our community house (after doing just street outreach for a year and a 

half)!  I often joke with one of our residents that “he is allowed to take 

up space in the universe.”  I say this because he over-apologizes for 

being “in the way” even when he is not.  What homelessness, poverty, 

racism, and discrimination does to the soul and the body is to say “you 

don’t belong!”  When you are landless, you are considered to be 

trespassing anywhere you go.  No space is safe from harassment by 

those whose job it is to keep those spaces free of people who do not 

belong.  For a year we worked without space, doing what we could to 

build relationships and reach out to those with nothing or a very little to 

call their own.  Now we have for the last year been able to share space 

and community.  We have been able to say, “Welcome home!” “You 

belong here.”  “You are indeed invited to take up space and to share life 

here.”  What that does to the souls and spirits and bodies of people you 

have to see and experience to believe.  We hope this newsletter will show 

you what Beloved looks like in a year.  Here is just a small window: 

 Saying welcome to hundreds of people 

 Refreshment and safe space five days a week for 40-100 people 

a day through our day program 

 Long-term transitional housing for eleven people who are sick,  

mentally ill, disabled, or otherwise vulnerable to the streets 

 Sharing 260 hot meals and snacks and 28,800 cups of coffee 

 Thousands of articles of clothing and hundreds of blankets and 

sleeping bags not to mention toiletries and other essentials 

shared through our clothing closet 

 Space for rest and sleep for 3
rd

 shift workers (there is no other 

such space in our city) 

 Space for creativity and expression through the arts and music 

 A space of non-violence for folks who are surrounded by chaos, 

harassment, and violence constantly 

 A place of empowerment for people to overcome poverty and 

oppression 

 Sharing family meals, birthdays, and special holidays with folks 

who have not had that opportunity in a long time 

 Helping neighbors in need who are struggling with illness, in 

need of childcare, looking for work or housing 

 Accompaniment to medical appointments to advocate and make 

the process less scary 

 Teaching folks how to use their voice and grow 

 Helping people set goals and follow through with them so they 

can get to the place they want to be 

 Helping broken people to dream again 

 Visiting at campsites and the hospital 

 Helping our low-income neighbors with food or travel to 

grocery stores that are more affordable but not accessible 

except by car 

 Building good relationships with neighbors through sharing 

groceries at the Senior Center to street clean-ups and getting to 

know our neighbors.  We now have a partnership with the 

Senior Center for folks in our day program to spend a day a 

week there doing crafts and enjoying recreation 

 Advocating for social change through street tours and actions 

 Empowering each other to make a difference! 
 

Smokey Train Hopper 
     One of the first people I met upon opening our 

community house was Smokey "the Train Hopper."  

Smokey was a well-guarded, wise soul with the grayest 

of ZZ Top beards.  The gruffness of his hello warned 

me to tap down my enthusiasm.  He sat in the corner 

and picked up a beat-up guitar and began to sing songs 

fit for campfires and beans.  His eyes became alive 

singing lyrics of riding the rails.  Suddenly, we all felt 

like kids circling around grandpa. 

   
     Smokey knew how to captivate a room with his 

story-telling about all his adventures riding the rails 

throughout this great land.  And he spoke of something 

sad--of not loving anyone cause that leads to hurt.  So 

right then and there I took it as a personal challenge to 

disprove his belief and get him to say, "I love you."  I 

told Amy about my challenge.  Smokey continued to 

come every day to share in fellowship and meals.  He 

loved to cook and volunteered to cook some breakfast 

one morning.  We had sausage and some eggs.  Well 

this would never do he said.  So a couple of hours later, 

he'd turned the small loaves and fishes we had into a 

miraculous feast--a five course meal!  He beamed while 

serving folks--that same shine that came out while 

singing about riding the rails.  Bells and whistles went 

off in my head.  YES!  YES!  This is it right here!  

People feeling proud regardless of where they are at in 

life.  People coming together sharing gifts and needs.  It 

was great that within a couple of weeks here we were 

doing the damn thing!  Community was happening!  

      Smokey continued to entertain us with stories 

and songs. One day, as we were closing, Smoke 

reached out for a hug.  We fell into a safe, cozy one and 

he whispered, "I love you, sister."  HE SAID IT!  HE 

SAID IT!  The highest of honors!  Flabbergasted, I told 

him I loved him, too, and celebrated my victory 

silently.  Yes, we want to be love and we want 

everyone to know that they are loved and can live love. 

 

 

 



 

What BeLoved 

Community  

means to me 

 

BeLoved Community allows us to 

live our lives the way God intends.  

This house on 39 Grove Street 

accepts everyone exactly where they 

are.  Folks come from all over 

knowing they are always welcome 

and have found a safe oasis to just 

“Be” in an otherwise crazy world. 

 

I personally see God working 

everyday when someone is willing to 

listen to a troubled heart.  A 

nourishing meal is served to fill our 

physical needs and many times this 

may be the only meal our friends 

receive that day.   

 

We live out the name of our 

community every day by 

understanding that each person is 

beloved as we meet practical needs, 

build friendships and nourish 

people’s spirit with hope and a strong 

dose of love. 

 

As a volunteer, I am continually 

blessed by being of service and 

receive much more spiritually and 

practically than I could ever give.  As 

a member of Beloved, my day has 

purpose and God’s direction. 

We are a relational community 

here at Beloved.  Our beauty and 

strength is that we take the time 

to really know each other, to 

hear each other’s stories, to get 

involved in each other’s day-to-

day life.  We are not a form-

filling out community.  We are 

not a you-are-a-number 

community.  We are not a show 

your id to get served community.  

We are just people who are 

loving and supporting each other 

in positive ways to transform our 

lives and the world around us 

through the power of love and 

community.  We are a 

community of mutuality where 

we all come with needs and gifts 

to be shared.  When we do this 

well, miracles happen.  Here are 

what some people in our circle 

wanted to share about what this 

community means to them. 

At Community of the Beloved, 

I’ve been given lots of love, 

understanding, and 

encouragement at a time when I 

was down and out in life.  

They’ve helped me and my future 

wife a lot.  We were homeless for 

five months until we met Lauren 

and Amy, the founders of 

Beloved.  When we first started to 

come here, they were doing their 

best to help us find a place to stay 

and a job.   

Fran Wheaton is a dear friend of our 

community and lives just down the 

street.  Living on a fixed income and 

having been homeless herself once, she 

understands the deep needs of struggling 

people.  She doesn’t have any family in 

Asheville and now has created family 

with us!  We are grateful for her 

volunteering and friendship. 

 

Fran Wheaton dances with Happy.  

Volunteers have a ball at 

BELOVED! 

But by me being a convicted felon, it’s pretty hard for people to 

trust me.  So they took it upon themselves to let us stay with them until 

we are able to get back on our feet.  Since we’ve been here, they have 

been very supportive.  They have helped my future wife to sign up for 

housing and they have helped me with some yard jobs also.  While we 

are staying here, we have learned a lot from them, and now all the 

loving they have given us and the caring, too. 

And now we are a part of the leadership at Beloved by helping 

to run the day center and other community activities.  We encourage 

others and helping them to overcome things they struggle with.  And to 

let people know how to share love and help each other out.  Plus, we 

get to cook for the community, help get donations to keep the giving 

going, and I help lead the community gardening efforts--all this to keep 

our house going so we can open it to others.  I love Lauren and Amy so 

much, just as much as they love us and the community.  I thank Jesus 

each day for people like them.  I love talking to them.  At other 

missions, they wouldn’t help me as much as they do here.  I love 

having church and community here.  And  most importantly, at 

BeLoved, we’ve had our eyes opened up to loving ourselves. 

Fred Gossett and his fiancé, Candy 

preparing to plant lilies in the  

Tami Leaven Memorial Garden.  They 

bless us with joy, laughter, friendship, 

and their positive spirits and energy!   



Remembering 

Dr. King 

Dr. King believed the goal of 
his work and the mission of the 
people he gathered was 
“reconciliation, redemption, 
and the creation of the beloved 
community, a community 
where brotherhood [and 
sisterhood] are a reality.”  Love 
for each other as one human 
family would yield the fruits of 
peace and justice where 
poverty, racism, discrimination, 
war, and hunger would be no 
more.  We are working to 
transform ourselves and our 
community/world based on 
Dr. King’s vision of the Beloved 
Community where we take our 
name BeLoved.  We are black, 
white, Latino, gay, straight, 
disabled, poor and homeless, 
men and women, former 
prisoners, street and school 
educated—people from all 
walks of life who have crossed 
boundaries to form 
community and work for 
change.  Thank you Dr. King 
for your message, your life, and 
your legacy to us.  May the 
Beloved Community come! 

GOD DON’T 

MAKE NO JUNK! 

 This April 4
th

, we did a radical thing—we remembered Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 

martyrdom.  Dr. King’s birthday is widely celebrated even by those whose priorities for 

power and profit fly in the face of all of King’s teachings and legacy.  By remembering the 

day he died and why he died, we are re-claiming Dr. King’s dreams and visions.  In the spring 

of 1968, Dr. King was planning a new march on Washington for late April.  This new march 

would unite poor people from all different racial backgrounds, from all different walks of life 

to launch a Poor People’s Campaign.  He said that American needed to born again in terms of 

our economic priorities.  He believed capitalism to be bankrupt because it failed to lift every 

citizen in America out of poverty and in fact, intentionally kept people in poverty to create a 

source of cheap, ready labor. 

 Even as plans were under way for the national Poor People’s Campaign, Dr. King 

was deeply involved in helping Memphis trash collectors in their organizing to be recognized 

as people deserving dignity and wages that allowed them to support their families.  He was 

shot and killed April 4
th

 in Memphis. 

 With his life and his blood, Dr. King made real what we hear so often, “God, don’t 

make no junk!”  To visualize this fact, we set up an altar at BeLoved on our trash can.  We 

celebrated that WE ARE NOT TRASH.  Workers who labor daily to take out our trash ARE 

NOT TRASH.  People who don’t have enough money to afford housing ARE NOT TRASH.  

People who come from distant lands across man-made borders to try and survive ARE NOT 

TRASH.  People who are disabled or sick are not lacking in gifts and they ARE NOT 

TRASH.  People who struggle with addictions or behave in ways that we don’t like ARE 

NOT TRASH.  People love another  though they happen to share the same gender ARE NOT 

TRASH.  People who are from a different culture or have a different color skin ARE NOT 

TRASH.  In fact, ALL OF US WHO ARE HUMAN BEINGS ARE GOD’S CHILDREN. 

 God don’t make no junk, and yet, in our society, we continue to trash people, throw 

people away as “lost causes,” treat some people as second class citizens.  Will you join us in 

building the BELOVED COMMUNITY where everyone is given the equality and dignity that 

they deserve, we start by building an active, diverse community of support that laughs 

together, eats together, plays together, works together, marches together, and serve others 

together then we take it to the neighborhood, the streets, the halls of power until no one is 

trashed. 

 

 

 

 

Our community 

using our shoe 

leather and our 

voices in 

Asheville’s 

march honoring 

Dr. King 

Some community members gathered around our 

sign urging passersby to remember Dr. King’s 

martyrdom, April 4, 1968.   



           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How does our garden grow? Remembering & 

Sowing the seeds of change together! 

One of our visions here at BeLoved is that we can empower poor people to make a difference.  As Dr. Martin Luther King  Jr. 
emphasized, “Everybody can be great because everybody can serve.”  In that vein, BeLoved joined over 1800 communities of faith 
throughout the nation for Lazarus Sunday.  Lazarus is a friend of Jesus who falls ill and dies.  The Bible tells of the story of Jesus 
bringing him back to life.  Lazarus’ name has been used to talk about the medical miracle that is happening in Africa.  People that have 
AIDS and are on death’s door when given two pills that cost 40 cents a day are being brought back to life and health in just 40 days.  
This miracle is being called the Lazarus Effect.  We joined our voices with thousands of people of faith to lobby Congress for more 
medications for the still 7 million people that are dying from AIDS without it.  And though we never take up an offering at BeLoved 
because our community is made up of homeless and poor people who need every penny to survive, on Lazarus Sunday, we asked 
everyone if they had forty cents to share it with an African sister or brother and help bring them back to life.  We are proud to say that 
everyone put their pennies together (and we even had a winning lottery ticket for $1 donated that someone had been given), and we 
raised $17 dollars.  Enough for forty days of medication for someone!  We are part of God’s work in raising the dead back to life in our 
home every day and all the way in Africa! 

This past year, we lost a dear friend, Tami, on the street.  In the face of 

death, we knew we needed to help create life and health.  This is what she 

would have wanted.  With the help of her family, donations of plants from 

Bill Johnson and Kathy Barrows, with a truckload of mulch from our friend 

Harold Sweitzer, with muscle from our day community and Warren Wilson 

College students, and under the direction of one of our residents, Fred 

Gossett, the Tami R. Leaven memorial community gardens have begun.  Our 

yard has been turned into flower gardens where beauty can feed souls who 

have seen too much suffering and pain.  Our magnolia tree has become a 

living memorial to Tami filled with special items and messages of hope 

written on blue ribbons and tied on the branches.  Our backyard that had 

not been worked in many, many years will now be a thriving vegetable 

garden where we can help provide vitamin-rich nutritious meals for our 

friends.  We found bricks as we dug out the back garden and a group 

lovingly painted them with words like “Love!”  “Believe!”  “Courage to 

Grow!” to ring our front flower bed.  And we have had so much abundance 

that we were able to plant flower beds for our friends at the Senior Citizen 

Center across the street.  We have had so much fun and joy tending the earth 

together.  And we encourage you to dig in the dirt—plant a garden to feed 

the poor both body and soul.  Or come join us in digging in the community 

gardens here at Be Loved.  Help us create a living memorial to life! 

Concillia holds a picture of herself forty 

days before receiving anti-retroviral 

medications.  She is a living example of 

the Lazarus Effect. 

RAISING THE DEAD ON 

LAZARUS SUNDAY 



We are grateful for a grant from Mary’s 

Pence which will allow us to begin a 

poor people’s newspaper and writing 

group called: “Reading, Writing, & 

Rising Up!”  We are so glad that 

through Mary’s Pence we can be in the 

company of women throughout the 

Americas who are empowering each 

other and working for social change!  

Thank you Mary’s Pence for funding us 

for a second year.  Please read more 

about them and support their work by 

going to www.maryspence.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
Do you want to give back in a community setting?  We 

need volunteers in the following areas: 

 

Hospitality Hosts   Activity Leaders 

Community Gardners  Driver to give  

Kid’s Camp counselors       rides on Sunday  

Meal preparation    Fundraising support  

 

Help us create a lighter environmental footprint  

(weatherization, converting the community car) 

    

 

 

School will be out soon but for many kid’s summer is a hard time.  They 

miss meals that they would have gotten at school and don’t have structured 

activities during the day time.  We will continue our ongoing relationship with 

the kids at Klondyke Apartments by hosting a 9 week summer camp.  

Currently, there are no summer programs for the more than 100 children that 

live at the apartment complex. 

Our camp will help kids to play, build community, learn, and act together to 

grow in the following areas: 

Personally—activities that build self-esteem and confidence, help children 

discover and meet personal goals, help children build positive relationships and 

work on relational communication and non-violent problem-solving, help 

children grow up healthy by providing nutritious snacks and/or meal and 

providing recreational activities that get kids moving 

 

Intellectually—help children value education and become active learners, instill 

a love for learning, provide help with homework or summertime educational and 

cultural enrichment activities, encourage children to utilize their imaginations 

and become good critical thinkers.  

 

Community Leadership—emphasize the importance of community, help 

children appreciate the gifts of the communities they are a part of (family, 

apartment complex, church, school, city, nation, world), identify positive 

changes that need to take place in their communities, and to become active in 

using their gifts to help create those changes through community service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kid’s Camp!  Come play and learn 

with some of the best kids around! 
 

Our biggest need is for financial donations.   

For a list of other needs, please see our website.  

 Donations are always welcome! 

Our Camp Schedule focuses 

around African words that 

are the seven principles of 

the Kwannza Celebration: 

 

Week One (June 14-16):  

Welcome and Community 

Building 

 

Week Two (June 21-23):  

Umoja = Unity 

 

Week Three (June 28-30):  

Kujichagulia = Self-

Determination 

 

Week Four (July 5-7):   

Ujima = Collective Work and 

Responsibility 

 

Week Five (July 12-14):  

Ujamaa = Cooperative 

Economics 

 

Week Six (July 14-20):   

Nia = Purpose 

 

Week Seven (July 26-28):  

Kuumba = Creativity 

 

Week Eight (August 2-4):  

Imani = Faith in ourselves, 

others, our community, and our 

struggle 

 

Week Nine (August 9-11):  

Back to School Preparation 

and Celebration 

    

 

 

Our Camp Schedule will focus around 

the African words that are the seven 

principles of the Kwannza Celebration. 

And will be held Tues-Thus. 9-noon. 

Week One (June 14-16):  Welcome and 

Community Building 

 

Week Two (June 21-23):Umoja = Unity 

 

Week Three (June 28-30):  

Kujichagulia = Self-Determination 

 

Week Four (July 5-7):  Ujima = 

Collective Work and Responsibility 

 

Week Five (July 12-14):  Ujamaa = 

Cooperative Economics 

 

Week Six (July 14-20):  Nia = Purpose 

 

Week Seven (July 26-28):  Kuumba = 

Creativity 

 

Week Eight (August 2-4):  Imani = 

Faith in ourselves, others, our 

community, and our struggle 

 

Week Nine (August 9-11):  Back to 

School Preparation and Celebration 

 

http://www.maryspence.org/


 

OUR MISSION--THE POWER OF COMMUNITY!   

We believe that all of God’s children deserve a home!  To honor that 

commitment, we share home with homeless friends through our residential 

community.  We live, work, pray, play, and build community together.  We 

invite you to meet our residential community in person and join us in 

providing safe space, food, clothing, advocacy, empowerment,  and community 

for those too often forgotten in our city:  children and their families living in 

poverty, senior citizens, people with disabilities, neighbors in need, immigrants, 

and people on the streets. 

 

 

COMMUNITY CENTER  

OPEN HOURS: 

Sunday     10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Monday  1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 5:00-9:00 p.m. 

Thursday 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

 

SUMMER CAMP at Klondyke Apts. 

Tues-Thursday 9 a.m.-noon 

 

39 GROVE STREET 

ASHEVILLE, NC  28801 

828-242-8261 

Email: 

communityofthebeloved@yahoo.com 
 

Web:  www.beloved.bbnow.org 
 

 

 

 

OUR DEEPEST THANKS TO:    Teresa Diallo 

Amos House Community     Lorraine Sweeney 

The Leaven Family      Carol Hubbard 

Mary’s Pence Foundation     Jan, Carlton, Robert, Nancy 

Dr. Frank Lee and Dr. Bill Kee    Phil Hamilton & the  

Deb Ramsey and Dutch Girl Laundry     Warren Wilson crew 

Bill Johnson and Rick Faulkner    Kathy & Dave Barrows 

Jeanette Oxford & Dorothy Gannon    Joy, William & family  

Fran Wheaton       Ann & Norman Anderson 

Harold Sweitzer & Abiding Savior Lutheran   Beth Ramsey 

Russ Barnes and Mike      Tony and Cindy 

Loving Food Resources               Michael and Dawn Mundras 

The Hop                   Bill Webber 

Buzzy and the good folks at Dickey’s Food  Our residential community: 

Steve and the good people at Amazing Savings  Fred, Candy, Chris, Jim, Will 

Vic Garlock       & Raven 

Monica & Christy Ledford       Our neighbors at the Griffin & Sr. Opportunity Center 

c 

 

mailto:communityofthebeloved@yahoo.com
http://www.beloved.bbnow.org/

